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have owed you for some time.” To his 
uttermost surprise he responded, “All 
right; I’ll be there.” Such devices, while 
not strictly scientific, are otherwise to be 
commended, because they save a lot of 
valuable time. 

The tests usually used are as follows: 

The Weber test: If a tuning-fork in 
vibration is placed on the vertex of the 
examinee it will be heard best in the deaf 
ear. The malingerer will claim that he 
hears it best in the good ear. Now stop 
the good ear with the finger and he will 
say that he does not hear it at all. Of 
course he les, for he should now hear it 
best in the otherwise good ear. 

Kerrison test: In a-patient who claimed 
to be deaf in one ear by injury, the drum- 
head appeared normal. He assumed 
degree of deafness which could only have 
come from injury to the labyrinth. ‘The 
caloric test was applied to the alleged 
deaf ear and the result was positive. ‘The 
response was quick and normal in every 
respect, and in the confusion ensuing on 
the vertigo it was very evident that the 
unilateral deafness was assumed. 

The noise apparatus of Barany: This 
is one of the best of the recent tests. It 
is applied as follows: ‘The examinee is 
asked to read aloud. While thus engaged 
the noise apparatus is placed in the good 
ear and the noise started. If the ex- 
aminee is really deaf, he will raise his 
voice and sometimes these subjects will 
fairly shout in order to hear themselves 
read. If the voice is not raised there is 
no deafness in the alleged deaf ear. 

The confusion test: Take two rubber 
tubes and on one end of each place a 
funnel; the free ends are inserted into 
each ear, one in each; have two persons 
read aloud, one into each funnel, but read 
dissimilarly, and ask the examinee to re- 
peat what he hears. If hearing exists in 
both ears this 1s very difficult. 

Chimani’s observations: He recom- 
mends repeated tests with the acoumeter 
and metronome. If slight differences ex- 
ist in the different examinations, the per- 
son is probably telling the truth. Wide 
variations indicate malingering. 

Erhard’s test : This is based on the fact 
that the normal ear, even when tightly 
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closed, will hear the tick of a loud watch. 
The alleged deaf ear is closed. ‘The loud 
ticking watch is approached to a distance 
of three meters. The examinee counts 
the ticks. The normal ear is now closed 
and the deaf ear is examined at a meter 
distance. If he says he cannot hear the 
watch he is malingering. 

Wagner’s test: This is the most recent 
test and comes from Chicago. ‘The sound 
of a tuning-fork is received in’a funnel 
from which runs a tube to a bifurcation 
and from the latter run two tubes on the 
ends of which are funnels meant to cover 
the ears of the examinee. The total 
length of the apparatus is 6 to 7 feet. 
To conduct the test, both ears are covered 
with the funnels and the examiner and 
his assistant stand behind the examinee ; 
each have in their hands tuning-forks of 
the same pitch (C2). Both are sounded 
at the same time and one is placed on his 
vertex while the other is placed in the 
funnel. Sound is thus transmitted both 
by air and bone conduction. Repeat two 
or three times. Then the examiner places 
his tuning-fork which is now still on the 
vertex of the examinee while at the same 
time the assistant places the sounding 
tuning-fork within the funnel. The tube 
leading to the good ear is pinched shut 
and if the examinee says he hears the 
tuning-fork still, he is a har. 

With these tests the surgeon will be 
able to easily detect the malingerer in the 
very large majority of cases. There are 
a few who will for a time baffle the sur- 
geon. ‘They will require frequent obser- 
vations before the truth is arriyed at, but 
it will ultimately come to light. 


CLEARNESS 


“Clearness is the prime quality of good 
exposition. "To understand and to ex- 
plain are universal needs; the composi- 
tion that ministers to such needs must 
explain things so that they cannot be mis- 
understood. The ideal of clearness can 
be realized only by strict observance of 
the three principles of structure—unity, 
coherence, and emphasis. All of these 
conduce to clearness, and without these 
there cannot be good exposition.” 
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